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Briefly, Reverend Allen attended a Presbyterian Camp retreat at Scandland Springs in 
1843 and by 1845, took an option to purchase the failing church building project above, 
completed in 1845, to establish Kentucky Institute also in 1845.   
 
To obtain financial state support for military training of State of Kentucky Militia, a 20 
January 1847 state charter for Kentucky Military Institute, established KMI as the first 
official military private institution.   
 
Many fictitious claims to previous popular religious orphanages, have no genuine military 
connections, until after the Civil War.  It is true that many military schools were spanned 
from orphanages needing organization and discipline, just after the Civil War. 
 
KMI had become a leading educational pillar in the South.  Not recorded in Stephen’s 
History is the interesting record revealing that the notorious Senator Henry Clay paid 
tuition for his grandson to attend KMI after his son was killed in the Civil War. 
 
Cadet JQA Stewart KMI 1847 eventually set out for the “California Goal Rush” as a 
“Forty-Niner.”  Known as the “father of mentally disabled care,” Dr. Stewart and his son, 
J P Stewart KMI 1885, in 1893 purchased the closed (1892) KMI Farmdale properties 
and have perpetuated the Stewart Home for five generations. 
 
Without public support, keeping the school a privately owned institution plagued KMI 
with many closings and it’s ultimate demise in 1971. 
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KMI!Alumni!Accomplishments:!

Stephens’!KMI!History!book!&!DVD!!
!

“Character!Makes!The!Man”!documentary!!
for!Public!Television!utilizes!motion!&!sound.!
!

Venice!“KMI!Bridge”!Renaming!!Still!up!in!the!air!!
Successful!and!productive!reunions!!
!

www.kmialumni.org!is!the!world’s!most!diverse,!
extensive!and!productive!prep!school!web!site,!!
with!many!nostalgic!stories.!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
!

Potential!Goals:!
National!Historic!Places!Markers!to!be!established.!
KMI!History!101!“OnQLine!Course”!
KMI!Memorabilia!DVD!to!supplement!c1991!KMI!History!!
!

Television!is!single!directional!communication!that!is!being!exploited!by!“Character!makes!
the!Man”!documentary.!
!

What!started!as!a!supplement!to!Stephens’!History,!KMI!Memorabilia!DVD!is!evolving!into!
KMI!History!101!"OnQLine!Course.”!
!

MultiQLevel!KMI!History!101!“OnQLine!Course”!becomes!multiQdirectional!communication!
vehicle!to!supplement!web!site.!!The!KMI!Tradition!of!multiQlevel!opportunities!is!being!
perpetuated!in!many!ways.!!Editorial!contributions!are!encouraged.!
!

Since!the!candle!is!burning,!presentation!of!materials!must!start!somewhere.!!
!

Most!of!the!best!materials!are!being!held!for!use!on!the!anniversary!of!monthly!historical!
dates!or!seasonal!coordination!of!the!school!calendar.!!

KMI!Superlatives:!!!
!

Oldest!Private!Military!School!&!4th!oldest!public!
military!school!behind!“West!Point”!and!“VMI”!
!

A!rich!&!fascinating!history!that!is!easy!to!utilize!!
!

Kentucky!Governors!regularly!spoke!and!
presented!diplomas.!
!

Regularly!awarded!“Honor!Military!School”!for!
the!top!10!%!of!ROTC!programs.!
!

Featured!winter!quarters!in!Venice,!FL!!
!

Main!buildings!are!still!standing!&!functional,!
going!all!the!way!back!to!Farmdale!1845!!
!
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As!a!first!year!cadet,!hiking!about!two!miles!
from!bus!stop,!with!duffle!bag!from!US!60!and!
Lyndon!Road,!these!are!the!first!views!to!a!
young!cadet!coming!for!early!football!camp.!!
Mrs.!Carmack!was!in!Ormsby!Hall!to!greet!
you!on!Saturday!and!twoEaEdays!began!at!!
9!AM!Monday!morning!(for!two!weeks).!!
Other!new!cadets!“rats”!arrived!three!days!
(for!initial!drill)!prior!to!the!rest!arriving!on!
the!first!Monday!after!Labor!Day.!
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!
KMI!Dinner!Plate!listed!in!1952!Kentucadet!bulletin!for!$2.!
!
In!1958,!Vernon!Kilns!closed!their!pottery!due!to!mounting!
labor!costs!and!competition!from!foreign!imports.!
!
This!plate!was!purchased!off!eBay!during!a!liquidation!for!$30!
in!about!2003.!
!
The!widow!of!John!Collins!KMI!1958!donated!one!Vernon!Kiln!
KMI!Plate!to!Venice!Triangle!Inn!Museum.!
!
!
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!
The!Battle!Campaign!for!Chickamauga!began!in!August!1863!and!ended!in!Sept!1863.!
!

!
!
Civil War “works of art” used to reflect the events of 150 years ago this month. 
! !
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Events!after!KMI!founding!!
!

!
!
Custer’s!last!stand!at!the!Little!Big!Horn!18761!!
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